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Karp, David One 
Vanguard. Oct. 311p. $3.50. 

The late George Orwell’s novel forecasting life 
Totalitaria, 1984, was frightening enough picture 
what might come pass. David Karp’s novel belongs 
the same general category; but is, its own way, 
more terrifying because more concentrated the 
fate one individual possible, even probable 
“benevolent dictatorship” the future. One starts 
slowly, clamly, leisurely; but with hint abiding and 
abounding evil from the built swiftly, force- 
fully, with gathering pace and speed and with mount- 
ing horror that leaves one chill with realization that 
“this could be,” because the pattern follows un- 
doubtedly is, already, work. 


Professor Burden teaches state university this 
nameless State some future date the next century. 
His ability read lips being exploited the State, 
which employs him “internal security” reporter, 
spy, with the duty filing daily reports any 
“ 

heresy” spoken his colleagues friends, none 
whom know spy. rather proud his 
fidelity his reporting duties. For ten years has 
not been found fault with his superiors the Bureau 
Intelligence; nor has been commended. 
quite chance that, the machinelike routine 
checking reports and reporters, summoned the 
centrum for interview. And somewhat 
chance also that the interviewer discovers Professor 
Burden traces heresy more insidious and dangerous 
the State than any has reported. marked 
down for further investigation, questioned dis- 
armingly friendly interrogator while, unseen Burden, 
being scrutinized four expert critics. 


One these unseen inquisitors the man, Lark, who 
had been purged heresy himself, when youth, and 
now dedicated purging others tainted with dan- 
gerous, unconscious, attitudes against the State. The 
age punishment, said, went out with the de- 
velopment the techniques what now call 
“brain-washing.” Lark admits that Burden’s heresy 
probably too deeply ingrained and should, all else 
fail, removed annihilating Burden. But begs 
for stay the execution the hapless subject try 
experiment. 

The experiment aimed destroying the life-long 


this Professor has built up; and forming 
new one, completely fabricated make him proper 
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subject this State, this political embodiment 
dialectic materialism, this Mass-State. 


The experiment succeeds, through stages which the 
author makes wholly credible and insidiously horrible. 
Professor Burden ceases be: corpse which bears 
similarity him found and given funeral under his 
name; becomes Mr. Hughes, man without past, 
clerk government warehouse. 


But Mr. Lark has admit failure, when the heresy 
which condemned Burden shows again Hughes 
when Hughes confides the agent assigned him 
friend that he, Hughes, intends try keep his 
individuality even Hughes. The heresy, which this 
inhuman State cannot tolerate, being the individual’s 
sense his one-ness. The sardonic Doctor Wright, 
who allowed remain heretic the service the 
State, finds Hughes’ (Burden’s) persevering sense his 
individuality the one hope for the ultimate destruction 
the morstrous State. 
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This powerful book for the adult reader. not 
for juveniles adolescents. But for the intelligent 
reader, experience that will shock without being 


shocking. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 


Nevins, Allan 

The Statesmanship the Civil War 
The Page-Barbour Lectures, University Virginia, 1951. 
Macmillan. Sept. 22, 1953. 82p. $2.25. 
evaluation leadership, North and South, during 
the Civil War, this eminent historian’s measured 
judgment the qualities which made Lincoln de- 
servedly admired President and the marked defects 
which made Jefferson Davis such suitable protagonist 
what became lost cause. old theme, one 
which sets the development the crude middle west- 
ern politician from initial awkwardness accomplished 
statesmanship contrast the decline the proud 
and aristocratic Mississippian from assured position 
respectable influence into failure and defeat. The 
summing always includes reference the notable 
humanitarian impulses which Lincoln organized 
make the Northern cause identical with that liberal 
democracy, while the South observed have suffered 
mainly from excess pride and resultant cross- 
purposes which are reflected the quarrels Davis 
with the other politicians the Confederate States 
America. Professor Nevins must have 
audience the University Virginia, and cannot fail 
impress the reader these published lectures with 
his erudition, his fairness, and his ability blend the 
fruits his own and others’ scholarship into moving 
story. His forthcoming volumes the Civil War 
should well worth reading, and this sort pros- 
pectus them. the reader wishes find any new 
themes, however, and should seek relate the 
facts nineteenth century American History any- 
thing besides characters, abilities, and the progress 
secular liberalism, will have wait for some Chris- 
tian match the industry and style this American 
Lord Macauley who DeWitt Clinton Professor 
History Columbia University. 


John Farrell, 
Hyattsville, Maryland 


Yerby, Frank The Devil’s Laughter 
Dial. Sept. 24, 1953. 376p. $3.50. 


Another season approaches and with appears still 
one more novel author whose writings seemingly 
roll off the presses rapidly the years roll by. Good, 
bad indifferent, this modern Dumas, some critics 
would call him, has gained certain popularity which 
way will diminished the alluring announce- 
ments his current contribution, which puts its hero 
level with Satan. But rather foolish stop 
with this one character when satanic atmosphere 
palls heavily over The Devil’s Laughter. 

Once again Frank Yerby’s ingredients consist 
turbulent historical background (this time the 
French Revolution), violence, terror, hatred, and 
overdose sex. The hero, whose mocking laughter 


Karp Nevins Yerby Moore 


Best 


termed the devil’s his sister, Jean-Paul Marin, son 
wealthy merchant, whose revolutionary writings 
raise him from the obscurity little known lawyer 
cally hateful the nobility, Marin suffers the ignominy 
degrading slavery and torture, but, while his rebel 
intimates are destroyed the guillotine, escapes the 
blade death and brings close the reign terror 
had helped instigate. 

Obviously such handsome rogue, for all his revolu- 
tionary and ambitious activities, could not but yield 
his interludes romance. And for those who want 
them, these moments are numerous, whether they 
brunette, blonde tawny. This latter shade quite 
becoming for dancer with the grace and habits 
feline. Marin’s one-time mistress, Lucienne 
almost fatal attraction when she allies herself with his 
enemy. But the poor dear becomes the victim rather 
than the victor. Nicole the pale, blonde type, 
dainty daughter nobility, who yields marriage 
when she believes Jean dead. This marital status has 
little meaning when she subsequently learns Marin 
alive. But the interim our hero has found the one 
girl, blind, homeless waif, the ethereal Fleurette, 
whose innocence and sweetness lead him the altar. 


While the historical details The Devil’s Laughter are 
apparently authentic and accurate, the setting but 
flimsy and feeble excuse for puerile concentration 
passion and depravity with all the trappings and over- 
tones. True, there were low and vile elements loose 
the revolution, but constant preoccupation with natu- 
ralism and man’s baser motivations grows somewhat 
boring. Entertainment? Perhaps is—for the devil’s 


laughter. 
Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 
Moore, Ruth Fair Wind Home 
Morrow. Sept. 16, 1953. 312p. $3.50. 


When wounded Ellis returns mysteriously night 
and after lengthy absence his childhood home, 
inn near Boston, sometime the 1760’s, sets 
motion chain circumstances which disrupts the 
settled life his mother, Lizabeth Ellis, his brother, 
Nathan, and their foster-sisters, Caroline and Betsy. 
For has been a-pirating with the notorious Ringgold 
and jumping ship has taken Ringgold’s 
domineering selfishness drives Nate and Caroline into 
leaving home and heading north along the Maine coast 


Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Subscription price, $4.00; Single Copies, Cents; 
Canadian and Foreign, $4.50. Syndicate Subscription, 


$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 
separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1953, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 


Beyond This Place (Ila) Cronin Aug. 
Time and Time Again (Ila) Hilton Sept. 
Too Late the Phalarope (IIb) Paton Sept. 
The Unconquered (Ila) Williams Sept. 
Battle Cry Uris May 
The High and the Mighty (IIb) Gann May 
Sept. 
Dark Angel (IIb) Waltari June 
The Bridges Toko-Ri Michener July 
Sexual Behavior the Human 

Female Kinsey Oct. 
The Spirit St. Louis Lindberg Sept. 
Call Lucky (Ila) Crosby Aug. 
Angel Unaware (Ila) Rogers Apr. 
Annapurna Herzog Jan. 


Come Beloved (IIb) Buck 


Lizabeth Ellis had dominated her family, efficiently 
making decisions for them, and having their respect 
rather than their affection. Her marriage Joel Ellis 
had been stern and dutiful marriage. According 
her principles strict honesty Lizabeth returned the 
pirate gold Ringgold with the help Frank Car- 
navon who, with his brother Michael, owned Boston 
warehouse and had made fortune trade. Ringgold 
kidnapped them but they escaped and the pirate ship 
was destroyel British cruiser. locked his mother 
out and Frank Carnavon married her. Meanwhile the 
Carnavon business was confiscated because they had 
traded with Ringgold. The brothers and Lizabeth 
escaped, heading north Somerset, colony estab- 
Andrew Cantril but long since gone seed 
save for Maynard Cantril, one the sons whose pas- 
sion was boatbuilding. 


Upon arrival the brothers began rejuvenating the colony 
(having purchased from the Cantrils) but lost every- 
thing forest fire, started out vengeance 
“Smokepole” one old Andrew Cantril’s Indian grand- 
sons. the catastrophe Michael Carnavon died but 
Frank assumed leadership and the colony began anew. 
Caroline and Nate joined the settlement and Lizabeth 
developed new life love with Frank. 


This not the ordinary historical novel swash- 
buckling adventure, devious intrigue and lurid romance 
but rather the quietly competent piece work one has 
come expect from Ruth Moore. Though sketchily 
drawn, her characters are, always, credible, human 
and naturally good. Although simple, her plot none- 
theless real and absorbing, story quiet pioneer 
heroism and human relationships, interesting reading 
for anyone. 


Goodin, Peggy The Lie 


Dutton. Sept. 11, 1953. 191p. $3.00. 

The Lie more essay circumstances than novel 
action. held together the incisive—though 
not endearing—character studies Mom, Kate and 
Jen, whose lives have been shaped their present paths 
incident from the past. 


Living together one family, Mom and Kate had suc- 
cessfully concealed the truth about Jen’s birth from the 


Wellman 129 


entire community. Ravished her seventeenth birth- 
day, Kate had been sent institution bear her 
child, and she and her baby brought different town 
posed sisters. Jen approaching the age that 
had been her own undoing, Kate forsees the pattern 
repeating itself and makes well meaning but clumsy 
attempt steer the youngster away from danger. The 
effort, Mom seems think, unnecessary, because 
“Jen nice little girl growing like she should.” 
any rate, Kate finally persuaded leave her 
Mom’s hands and accept the honorable proposal 
Benjy the bank teller. 


Treatment the theme here brutally realistic, the 
teenagers frighteningly blasé. Had any been 
softened, the real tragedy the situation conveyed in- 
stead its social embarrassment, the story might have 
climbed out the brittle nonentity class into poignant 
lesson why youth goes astray. 


Lois Slade, 


Dubuque, lowa 
ok * 


Wellman, Paul The Female 


Doubleday. Sept. 24, 1953. 492p. $3.95. 


The author The Iron Mistress and The Chain, 
mention only two the most popular his eight pre- 
viously published novels, turns this ninth, closely 
packed and stolidly written historical fiction, the age 
Justinian Constantinople. The female, the 
title, Theodora, the professional prostitute who be- 
came empress the Eastern Roman Empire and some- 
thing enigma history. The title accurately 
assays the nature the novel, also; for the whole thing 
centered, with what amounts almost obsessive 
fascination, the femaleness Theodora. Research, 
bookish and otherwise doubtless, has been the basis 
which Mr. Wellman lets his imagination fatten with 
innumerable intimate and inconsequential details 
the toilette the prostitue all ages: her cosmetics, 
her attire, her motivation and lack motivation, her 
amorality, her greed, her cunning and shrewdness, 
feline more than female. Page page repeats scenes 
the bath and the boudoir, until one surfeited with 
the repetitiousness the subject, which was, begin 
with, banal. 


For all his endeavors, earnest though they may be, Mr. 
Wellman has added nothing our understanding 
Theodora. She hardly more than well-articulated 
doll put posturing succession scenes which 
are admirably recreated stage settings. But the style 
self-conscious and almost didactic; Mr. Wellman 
were trying remind constantly that has done 
great deal digging around books and histories 
preparation for this exhausting tale. And yet that ap- 
proach not without defense: story-tellers have the 
right and times the need speak from their own 
time time bygone, drawing what parallels con- 
trasts there may exist between the eras distant. 


There some hectic excitement his description 
the Nika rebellion, which was put down with terrible 
bloodshed. But for the most part, The Female trudges 
weary feet from scene scene, Theodora de- 
picted trudging afoot when first driven out her liaison 
with the Cappadocian, Hecebolus. 


S20 32 492 


23 


130 Coleman Tharp 


despite the innate lubricity many the situa- 
tions, one must commend Mr. Wellman for restraint 
his use words which seems betray 
instinctive decency for all his fascination with the 
paganic revels which, because the nature and char- 
acter The Female, are probably essential his tale. 


have suspicion, further, that The Female will appeal 
largely females. myself was bored for most the 
time the reading. Take that opinion for what 


worth. 
Richard Conlin, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Coleman, Lonnie Adam’s Way 


Dutton. Oct. 1953. 252p. $3.00. 

Book trade organs tell that many publishers today 
select their items with primary importance attached 
the pocket edition reprint rights. Unhappily, this latest 
novel the South seems indicate that too was 
written primarily for the pocket trade, with emphasis 
sex and sensationalism rather than sanity. 


The author has written another variation the well- 
known Pygmalion theme. The hero David Adams, 
southern misanthrope independent ways and means 
who, out spite, gives refuge Jolly, young Negro 
girl who was being railroaded out town that one 
the leading citizens may protected from the con- 
sequences sordid affair. The evil-minded residents 
become enraged their false (of course) interpretation 
Adams’ efforts educate Jolly, and the Klan rides 
again. The one “reasonable” person town besides 
Adams, retired old-maid school teacher who also 
misanthrope, saves our hero the nick time from 
the morons white sheets, and then taking over Jolly’s 
tutoring, persuades Adams continue Jolly’s education 
school North Philadelphia. This story 
told with the shallowest stock characters and unnec- 
cessarily vulgar dialogue. 


The author has received some praise from the critics 
the past. Truthfully certain technical ability 
writing manifest and the novel will probably sell well 
the future quarter edition, the cover sufficiently 
bawdy. unfortunate that the skills the author 
have not been put better use. 


the reader intrigued with the Pygmalion theme 
would better wait and see again the Shaw movie 
version now frequently shown late hour television. 


Joseph Maloney, 

Department Political Philosophy, 
Fordham University, 

New York 58, New York 


Tharp, Louise Hall Until Victory 
Little, Brown. Sept. 14, 1953. 367p. $5.00. 

From his earliest public service state legislator 
Massachusetts until his death president Antioch 
College, Ohio, Horace Mann exhorted himself and 
those around him work until they had achieved 
some victory for humanity. Taking Mann’s own phras- 
ing this exhortation from his commencement address 


1859, Hall Tharp has made the theme and 


Best SELLERs 


the title her biography Mann and his wife, Mary 
Peabody. 


The story told slightly inverted manner, with 
Mann’s first appearance the state legislature the 
member for Dedham. way Mann’s reflections the 
author passes naturally the Mann family history and 
Mann’s own early years. While the state legislature 
Mann married the daughter President Messer 
Brown, where had made his college studies. 


His marriage Charlotte Messer ended with her death 
before they could celebrate their second wedding anni- 
versary. The home had established for her was 
abandoned, and moved from Dedham 
Here took again the study and practice law, 
and here met the remarkable Peabody sisters, Eliza- 
beth, Sophia, and Mary. 


His acquaintanceship with the Peabodys, well his 
own native interest all projects calling for the im- 
provement the position all classes people—an 
interest might even have imbibed from the New 
England air the period—turned his attention the 
question improving the education youth. With 
some assistance from men like Edward Everett, Bronson 
Alcott, and the wealthy Edward Loring, Mann 
duced the idea establishing institutions for the train- 
ing teachers. His enthusiasm for the project awak- 
ened similar feelings the hearts others who had 
been seriously concerned note the poor quality 
instruction doled out the schools Massachusetts, 
and other states well. 


Thus, though undoubtedly neither Mann nor his con- 
temporaries realized that his ultimate victory would 
inextricably associated with educational reform and 
revival, nor that Mary Peabody would deserve almost 
much credit for these projects would her husband, 
new career was launched such fashion that 
ceeding generations have thought Mann primarily 
educator, instead legislator and lawyer whose 
interest the humanitarian philosophy the pre 
Civil War period prompted him engage himself 
many other activities than those associated simply with 
education. 


Mann married Mary Peabody—who, like most their 
associates, had believed was more interested her 
sister Elizabeth, and who could only convinced 
the latter that there was romantic interest between 
herself and Horace—in 1843. had, the decade 
more that had passed since his first wife’s death, 
established normal schools Massachusetts—notably 
one under the distinguished Cyrus had 
aided Henry Barnard formulate plans for similar 
institutions Connecticut. had undertaken 
journey the then western part the United States 
discover what educational projects were there flour- 
ishing, need help. Now, with Mary, began 
European tour which had the same objective, and 
returned with voluminous notes and reports 
the continental and British ways carryinug edu- 
cation. 


new career seemed open before him once again, 
however, when the death John Quincy Adams, 
old hero Mann’s, brought invitation that run 
for the position -left vacant the national House 
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Representatives. The proposal was probably welcome 
for more reasons than one; Mann’s school reports had 
won for him some unwelcome notoriety and some 
charges that his teacher-trainees were beginning 
exposed “godless” instruction. There was the vexing 
question abolitionism, too, and, while Mann was not 
yet abolitionist, public figure with his well-known 
humanitarian attitudes could not help being suspected 
strong anti-slavery sentiments. Washington, 
therefore, Mann proceeded 1848, leaving behind his 
wife their new home with their two sons. Shortly 
after his arrival Washington, third and last son 
was born them. 


Between 1848 and his death 1859, Mann’s interests 
were divided between political activities designed 
push forward his humanitarian interests, and private 
endeavors the same type. became embroiled 
the litigation over the attempted escape slaves 
board the Pearl, spoke eloquently defense the 
Free Soil Party, and vehemently opposed the suave 
Daniel Webster, while continued member 
the House Representatives. Yet was willing 
accept the offer become president Antioch Col- 
lege, when was made him, and abandon alto- 
gether the life politics. 


Antioch, the Manns were more successful than they 
could have dared hope, familiar with all the in- 
trigues the educational and political worlds they 
were. There were great trials, misunderstandings 
regard gifts and endowments, efforts powerful 
local interests assume maintain control the 
college, and all the petty difficulties anticipated 
new kind educational undertaking. the whole, 
however, the story Mann’s last years the account 
successful career, crowned extraordinary death- 
bed scene, which Mann bade farewell each his 
associates Antioch. The account which Mrs. Tharp 
gives these last years well adapted the events 
she recounts. 


This book can certainly recommended warmly 
sympathetic account the life and career Horace 
Mann. does not attempt delineate nor evaluate 
his religious philosophical views, except account 
for some changes his attitude toward religion. 
greatest charm, oddly enough, lies its voluminous 
footnotes, which are not all pedantic, but are sort 
accompaniment the biography, relating the adven- 
tures the author search her material. These 
Notes tell story incredible industry and concern for 
the subject, and are worth reading themselves. The 
one reservation which must noted the lack 
careful editing. 


Sister Carolyn, O.P., 
Department History, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


The Dark Island 


Treece, Henry 
Random House. Sept. 1953. 312p. $3.00. 

Henry Treece’s The Dark Island truthfully and accu- 
blurbed distinguished historical novel the 
dawn Britain literary delight. 


Treece Moore 131 


The writer has wedded art and science and there has 
come forth this delicate offspring poetry 
tory—an excellent and unusual historical novel. 


The historical period covered from A.D. A.D. 
56—twenty-six short years during which time Imperial 
Rome put the Britons rout. Treece the 
imagination and the fire the poet write did. 
One less gifted could not so. History England’s 
Dawn fragmentary and stammering—just about arti- 
culate. But the writer has put flesh, real and alive 
scrawny skeletons—breathed souls—clad men and 
women tribal hues—motivated their actions and 
movements—dug fires love and loyalty and hate 
the barbarian—and has 
given tale that work art—maybe miracle 
art—a creation. One really falls love with the 
story those days and those people—believe 
not. King Caradoc the Belgae walks again and 
his side his sons Morag and Beddyr. And the tribal 
chieftain Gwyndoc and his wife, the fair Ygerne—the 
novel might well have been entitled and 
live and breathe and think even 
do. And yet—did they ever exist? Truly the men 
and women that day would proud their story 
Treece tells it! 


Recommended that every Englishman read The Dark 
Island. will stir something him. Those who know 
England and especially those who have some knowl- 
edge England’s topography, will appreciate the 
“trueness” this historical novel. Literary artists 
might well study The Dark Island model his- 
torical fiction. Definitely Mr. Treece wrote for mature 
minds. This book was never meant for children study- 
ing English History. 


Publishers are frequently damned these days. Random 
House rates bow—for excellent printing job—a 
superb map—and adequate notes. And last but 
means least—this the best three dollars worth 
appear the literary horizon for long time. 


Meighan, 
New York New York 


Moore, Ward Bring the Jubilee 
Farrar, Straus with Ballantine Books. Sept. 21, 1953. 194p. 
$0.35 paper bound. $2.00 hard bound. 

July 1863, the Confederate forces the Battle 
Gettysburg made the tactical error not moving 
into position the then unoccupied Little Round Top. 
Suppose they had and Gettysburg, frequently spoken 
turning-point, had turned success Southern 
arms? This the question which Ward Moore answers 
with combination science fiction-historical novel. 


this book the South has won the war Southern 
Independence and dominated North has never been 
permitted recover socially, economically 
cally. And 20th Century New York State Hodge 
Backmaker finds himself living third-rate country 
dominated Europe and the South where advance- 
ment any sort impossible, other words back- 
ward, have-not nation. Hodge, reared profitless 
farm, wants education but cannot obtain the 
normal course events. However, when arrives 


132 


penniless New York befriended eccentric 
bookseller, Roger Tyss. six years Hodge acquires 
self-administered education history but can find 
use for until becomes fellow Haggershaven, 
institute for eccentric scholars. When Barbara Hag- 
gerswell invents time-travel machine Hodge seizes the 
opportunity return and study the Battle Gettys- 
burg. accident alters the course the battle 
into Union victory and events turn out they really 
have, leaving Hodge stranded different world. 


Mr. Moore has written fascinating story what might 
have been. His plot simple but has created 
complete social, political, economic and historical back- 
ground flesh the skeleton his historical variant. 
Save for one two sexual incidents the book suit- 
able for adult readers and can recommended in- 
teresting reading. 


Moynihan, James 
The Life Archbishop John 
Harper, 1953. $5.00. 


the annals American Church History Archbishop 
John Ireland ranks high, yet easy subject for 
figure outstanding, readers this volume will 
rewarded taking least two good looks—close- 
ups—of man whom contemporaries regarded one 
the most vigorous church leaders and patriots his 
age. Properly styled the “Lion the Northwest,” his 
character exhibits many contradictory traits. first 
glance the reader sees Ireland the pioneer prelate: 
stubborn, brusque, overbold tactless, 
crushing opposition, intolerant delay, but never once 
losing confidence his own judgment. second look, 
however, reveals the churchman “Happy Warrior” 
espousing countless causes, but none vigorously the 
joint cause his church and his country. had 
principles and fought for them. grew older, 
patience, forbearance, courtesy and charm manner 
frequently carried the day for him. the end, how- 
ever, remained unpredictable. could boast 
many devoted friends could list bitter enemies— 
and these within and without ecclesiastical circles. 


Born Ireland and blessed with fine physique, 
year old John came America 1850. Then began 
crusading career destined last almost seven decades. 
died his beloved St. Paul, September 25, 1918, 
few weeks after his 80th birthday. Educated 
seminary France, returned home for ordination. 
Four months later young Fr. Ireland received his com- 
mission chaplain the Fifth Minnesota Regiment, 
contingent which contributed significantly the 
Union victory Corinth. General Rosecrans, the vic- 
torious Union leader, credited the Fifth Minnesota with 
“saving the day.” praise was accorded Chaplain 
was remembered “winning the hearts 
all. 


From pastor the archbishopric booming mid- 
western diocese the tale told the first chapter 
this biography. this point Monsignor Moynihan 
thrusts aside the chronological approach favor 
topical treatment. With sympathetic and painstaking 
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pen the author sets out “to indicate the vision, the 
courage, and the myriad activities the Apostle the 
West” (p. xii). The net result creditable per- 
formance based careful selection 
papers which many historians had believed destroyed. 
That there are flaws and shortcomings this work 
derives partially from the fact that Ireland his day 
was controversial figure and much the public 
eye Senator Joe McCarthy today. For addition 
his role leading prelate the Catholic Hier- 
archy, Ireland was aptly tagged “the biggest Republi- 
can America” (p. Archbishop had in- 
numerable political friends, and was the confidant 
more than one Republican president. The reader would 
certainly like know more about these important 
relationships. 


Ireland Educator, Statesman, and Churchman 
picted three separate chapters, but, reality, the 
prelate these same three roles seems weave and 
out the remaining chapters. This confusing and 
leads, times, repetitious over-lapping. This criti- 
cism not meant detract from the author’s suc- 
cessful portrait Ireland the Archbishop tried 
define and develop the role the Catholic Church 
American life. Here John Ireland had creed: “Not 
know one’s rights lowmindedness; not defend 
them cowardice.” Monsignor Moynihan’s biography 
convinces that Ireland was neither lowminded nor 
coward. 

chapter entitled “An Honor Unachieved” the 
author deals with what was undoubtedly Ireland’s 
greatest disappointment life, namely, his repeated 
failure receive the red hat Cardinal. “That 
desired the cardinalate,” writes Monsignor Moynihan, 
“is fact about which there can doubt” (p. 355). 
Through several interesting pages the reader led 
believe that the Archbishop’s friends, distinguished folk 
like Teddy Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, the Bel- 
lamy Storers, were the prime movers more than one 
supreme effort have the Holy Father grant Ireland 
the highest gift within papal power. point fact, 
however, this ecclesiastical manoeuvering placed far 
too late Ireland’s career, and the blame put 
the wrong shoulders. early 1892 the strongest 
pressure possible was exerted Rome, and this only 
after the Archbishop and his friends petitioned Presi- 
dent Benjamin Harrison and Secretary State James 
Blaine appeal Rome for the Prelate’s elevation. 
Harrison refrained from sending letter, though 
authorized Blaine his name. The Secretary 
State obliged Ireland and his associates letter 
which they characterized “splendid and direct.” 
Failing immediate results, the administration 
Washington was prevailed upon send 
intermediary the Vatican. Despite Ireland’s advice 
“Don’t spare the expenses,” Rome did not grant the 
favor. This reviewer surprised that Monsignor Moy- 
nihan passed over such pertinent material. all 
available the Richmond Diocese archives diligently 
used the author Ireland’s good advantage other 
chapters. 

Aside from the “red hat” issue and the lack perspec- 
tive Ireland’s political activity between 1886 and 
1906, this volume recommends itself students 
Church History and the general reader who prefers 
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real life fiction. not the definitive biography 
Ireland, but informative and useful study. 


Harry Sievers, 
West Baden College, 
West Baden Springs, Indiana 


Woodring, Paul 
Let’s Talk Sense About Our Schools 
McGraw-Hill. Sept. 30, 1953. 213p. $3.50. 


This calm, clear and very readable contribution 
the current controversy over the public schools. The 
author, Professor Psychology Western Washington 
College Education, does not take sides with either 
extreme the controversy. Instead, analyzes very 
temperately the charges and counter-charges and then 
provides background material for better understand- 
ing the issues stake. 


The first chapter states calmly and fairly the areas 
controversy. But here there one notable omission, 
namely, the controversy over the place religion 
public education. The reader will look vain for any 
mention this topic until comes the last few 
pages. There (p. 194) list questions recom- 
mended suitable for discussion local citizens’ com- 
mittees for the schools, will find this single reference. 
Under our Constitution and our laws what part, any, 
can should the school play the religious life the 
child? what extent should contribute his 
knowledge and understanding the various religions? 
This the only reference problem which troubles 
deeply many parents, Catholic and Protestant alike. 


subsequent chapters the author traces clearly the 
evolution many the difficult problems confronting 
the schools which stem from the upward extension 
universal education. analyzes quite frankly the 
confusion which has been injected into the schools 
chiefly the disciples John Dewey and the ex- 
ponents so-called Progressive Education. The reason 
for the influence Columbia Teachers College and 
the why and wherefore the shortcomings the 
teachers’ colleges throughout the land also receive at- 
tention. 


Although making attempt recommend solutions 
for the various problems which has discussed, Pro- 
fessor Woodring does make known his views 
where lie the areas responsibility. believes that 
broad policy decisions the aims and objectives 
the public school and what important and less 
important the educational task the school belong 
the people large. The right propose aims and 
objectives and the decisions the methods and 
means whereby these are attained belong the 
teaching profession. 


There optimism the book because Professor Wood- 
convinced that despite the confused philosophy 
education which reflected educational journals, 
some the text books education and the utter- 
ances some professional educators, great many 
classroom teachers are able rise above this and 
tight ahead and sensible job teaching. 


appendix, the author lists dozen books repre- 
senting variety points view which recom- 
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mends useful for those interested the public 
schools and the contemporary controversy. each 
these bocks, has appended his appraisal. 


For one who would like know precisely what all the 
“shooting” about public education and why things 
have come such pass, this book will provide satis- 
factory reading. should appeal parents, teachers 
and all those who feel deep concern for public 


education. 
Edward Stanford, O.S.A., 
Washington 17, 


Sheed Ward. Sept. 16, 1953. 214p. $3.00. 


was, remember, early teens when saw 
Shelley plain. few feet away from where rever- 
ently stood, G.K. C., wearing his tuxedo though 
were outer skin that would any moment peel 
away, walked by. few seconds would stop 
his progress accept, dim, nearsighted manner, 
the eager hand anonymous, pompous nonentity. 
so, the fierce pride adolescence, thought 
those who thrust themselves upon the great man who 
had just finished crossing swords with Clarence Darrow 
debate. could easily have stepped forward from 
where stood, but mingled embarrassment and pride 
held back. Another minute and slow, rolling 
movement that great man, that enormous, benign panda 
form, had passed out sight. 


opened the pages this “new book” the late 
silent, greatly beloved pen—I thought once more 
that occasion. Almost all the essays now brought 
together Dorothy Collins Handful Authors 
had already been written before the memorable (to 
me) evening our non-meeting. The earliest ap- 
peared 1901, the latest 1935; all are characteristic 
one the kindliest personalities and the keenest 
minds our time. was particularly happy 
his pieces writers, for was both generous and 
just his evaluations them. Here spendid com- 
pany—Mark Twain, Hugo, Thackeray, Shakespeare, 
Newman, Gilbert, Louisa Alcott, and Ibsen, 
name only few—for his flashing wit and for what 
calls praise arising from “real delicacy and sincerity 
definition.” “Good style,” says delightful and 
perceptive essay Newman, “treats verbs and particles 
good manner treats chairs and tables, easily but 
the proper way.” Whether writing about Mark 
Twain’s “mad logic,” Oscar Wilde, who “desired 
all beautiful things—even God,” the mid-Vic- 
torian habits Edward Lear, writes easily, 
with exquisite manners, and the best good styles. 


Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington 17, 


Maynard, Theodore 
The Catholic Church and the American Idea 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. Oct. 1953. 309p. $3.50. 


The United States generally considered Prot- 
estant country. Numerically this fact quite evident. 
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The farther one pages back into American history, the 
more overwhelming becomes the Protestant majority. 
Must Catholics therefore considered newcomers 
who really not fit into the American tradition? 
largely answer this question that Theodore May- 
nard has written The Catholic Church and the Ameri- 
can Idea. 

the outbreak the American Revolution there were 
only twenty-four Catholic priests serving thirty thou- 
sand faithful the extended territory the original 
colonies. That constituted average one Catholic 
every seventy people other religious persuasions. 
one had any doubt about the Protestant supremacy. 
Yet the political institutions our country were taken 
from tradition which was Catholic its origins and 
that furnished favorable milieu for the development 
the Church. 


considering the relationship Catholics the fron- 
tier the auhtor laments the fact that many Catholics, 
especially the Irish, tended settle the cities and 
that leaders such Archbishop Hughes New York 
encouraged this tendency. this time too there were 
internal difficulties among Catholics which resulted 
that phenomenon known historically Trusteeism. 
But more damaging were the external attacks calum- 
nies such Maria Monk and the organized opposi- 
tion the American Party, better known the Know- 
Nothings, and the American Protective Association. 
Brief but graphic accounts are given these anti- 
Catholic movements. 


the second part his book Maynard dwells upon 
the composition the Catholic Church the United 
States. One chapter devoted the Irish, others 
the Germans, Italians, Poles, Negroes, Catholics the 
Eastern Rites and separate chapter the many other 
nationalities which have contributed the rapid growth 
the Catholic population. The national character- 
istics these groups, their rivalries, their enrichment 
Catholic life are interestingly portrayed the au- 
thor. stressed the magnificent accomplishment 
the Catholic Church Americanizing the vast hordes 
immigrants which have flooded our shores. 


Finally there section the contribution which the 
Catholic Church has made the welfare the United 
States. First are the charitable agencies such hos- 
pitals, orphanages, homes for the aged, institutions for 
the blind, the deaf, the physically and mentally handi- 
capped. The thousands consecrated lives devoted 
these projects immeasurably advance the national 
social welfare. The Catholic school system not only 
saves astronomical sums equipment and teachers but 
trains solid American citizens. candidly May- 
nard concedes that Catholics have not influenced 
American culture any noticeable degree. This 
attributed largely their material poverty and the hope 
expressed that the future will witness more Catholic 
influence literature and the arts. 


There much contemporary controversy about Ameri- 
can Catholics and politics. Although Irish Catholics 
are generally Democrats, German Catholics are usually 
Republicans and fortunately there has never been any 
strict division along religious lines that Catholics 
frequently change their voting affiliations. American 
Catholics are not nearly politically minded their 
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European confreres. Many will amazed learn 
that American Catholics were not surprised even 
disappointed that President Truman’s proposal send 
ambassador the Vatican failed. Although much 
still remains accomplished, the Church Amer- 
ica has been largely successful its labor policies and 
has kept the working classes within the fold. Much 
credit must given Cardinal Gibbons and his pro- 
gressive attitude toward the Knights Labor, the 
famous Bishops’ Program 1919 and the energetic 
Catholic ecclesiastics and laymen who have carried the 
message Rerum Novarum and Quadragesimo Anno 
the workingman. 


American democracy faces its greatest enemy com- 
munistic totalitarianism. That the Catholic Church 
has always opposed communistic ideology not mere 
accident. clear indication the consonance be- 
tween American democracy and the Catholic religion. 
Maynard observes, “when this consonance recog- 
nized—as sure happen—whatever suspicion that 
still exists the Catholic Church this country 
bound disappear. This not say that Americans 
will converted masse Catholicism but they 
will surely come admit that the Church one 
their country’s firmest allies.” 


thought-provoking book which without any polemi- 
approach takes all the wind out Paul Blanshard’s 
sails. 

Harry Koenig, 

St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 

Mundelein, 


Kane, Harnett The Lady Arlington 
Doubleday. Sept. 24, 1953. 288p. $3.50. 


Here interesting, well-written, vivid 
novel based the life Mary Lee, the wife General 
Robert Lee. The author, Harnett Kane, native 
New Orleans, has written many novels the South, 
among which are Bride Fortune, story about Mrs. 
Jefferson Davis, and Louisiana Hayride. 


The Lady Arlington Mary Custis. Her father was 
Washington Custis, who was grandson Martha 
Washington her first marriage. When his own 
father died, the first President had adopted him and 
had lived Mount Vernon. Mary Custis, only 
daughter, was heiress the magnificent estate 
Arlington the Potomac. She might have married 
any one several suitors, but despite her father’s objec- 
tions she married Robert Lee, young West Point 
lieutenant who though proud his heritage the son 
Light Horse Harry, one Washington’s trusted 
generals, came from family that were now im- 
poverished. 


the years that followed her marriage, Mary’s father 
grew like and respect his son-in-law. young 
engineer served first Fort first 
measure success came with the engineering work 
did the Mississippi River St. Louis. That was 
followed assignment Fort Hamilton order 
reinforce the forts New York Harbor. Then came 
the war with Mexico and Captain Lee proved himself 
brilliant officer. was Colonel Lee the time the 
war ended. 
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Through all the years their marriage Mary Lee and 
her husband never wavered their love and devotion 
each other. Whenever was possible Mary and the 
children followed Lee wherever was assigned, 
even when meant living brash new town St. 
Louis putting with the discomforts extremely 
poor accommodations. Often, because the impend- 
ing birth child, because Mary’s crippling 
pains, from which she was suffer more less for the 
rest her life, was impossible for Mary Lee 
with her husband and then both endured the separa- 
tion with many affectionate letters exchanged between 
husband and wife. 


Through all the vicissitudes Mary never once kept Lee 
from doing what thought best, even the fateful 
day 1861 when her husband made the momentous 
decision refusing the offer lead the Army the 
United States and becoming instead the leader 
Virginia’s Army. The destiny the Lees thus became 
inseparably bound the destiny the Confederacy. 


Then came the hardest years—the fighting against odds, 
the small victories followed big defeats, the death 
beloved daughter-in-law and grandchild, and—at 
the And that were not enough, 
there came another blow—the loss Arlington and 
the turning the beautiful gardens where she had 
spent many happy hours into cemetery for the war 
dead. eldest son’s inheritance was taken away— 
her childhood home lost her forever. 


The General’s last years were spent Lexington, 
president Washington College. Here the Lees found 
some happiness and contentment and General Lee felt 
was doing some good helping the South edu- 
cate her young men. 


Mr. Kane spent four years gathering material for 
this book. has, said before, made inter- 
esting book and will undoubtedly stimulate the 
reader admiration for the courageous woman who was 
Robert Lee’s wife, and arouse desire learn more 
about the great general who loved the United States yet 
fought against it, and who freed his own few slaves 
and yet fought the side the South. book 
one can recommend all. 


Rose Belvedere, 
Brooklyn, New York 


Victoria, Sister Mary Nun Red China 
McGraw-Hill. Sept. 24, 1953. 208p. $3.50. 

“Sister Mary Victoria,” according the explanatory 
note which prefaces this volume, composite 
several Maryknoll Sisters who have suffered for the 
Catholic faith during the recent and current infestation 
China the Communists. This sister, these 
deserve called heroines, cannot yet 
anticipate that they deserve the title martyrs. Surely 
they were martyrs desire, and the kind choice 
which kept them staunchly their posts, helping the 
Chinese whatever manner they could, despite all 
the natural fears and terrors which they experienced. 


Not professional volume, the sense that might 
highly polished effort with all rough edges 
smoothed off and loose ends tied in, this volume still 
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deserves called well-written. Sincerity and sim- 
plicity shine through every line. Probably the wisest 
choice the author made was begin her story with the 
first appearance refugees fleeing from Communist 
armies China, and end with the escape 
handful missionaries into neutral Hong Kong, in- 
stead detailing all sorts backgrounds and eventual 
outcomes. The reader discovers something the 
earlier life any the characters mentioned this 
book only through natural, incidental references 
their former occupations. told about the final 
fate many persons only the author discovered 
herself; one sister, led off Canton, and told she 
was executed, told nothing, because the 
author could discover nothing tell. 


Most living country still comparatively ignor- 
ant the workings the Communist mentality can 
hardly appreciate what the mere lack privacy, the 
constant surveillance brutal and hostile guards, the 
incessant petty nagging over official reports made out 
triplicate and made out over and over again, could 
persons used living much freer, much more 
Christian life. 


these tortures were added appearances before the 
so-called Peoples’ Courts, public condemnations, im- 
prisonment each sister separate—and widely 
separated under the most nauseatingly filthy 
conditions, continuous questioning with the threat 
physical torture always present, and the sight and sound 
others undergoing torture, questioning, execution 
any time. 


This volume which deserves attention, and which 
cannot fail win and hold any reader, because tells 
with obvious truth story which characteristic 
twentieth-century life its most terrifying aspects, and 
because makes these aspects understandable seen 
Christian context. After suffering greatly the 
hands the Communists, and after seeing and hearing 
others suffering still more excruciatingly than she did, 
the author can still manifest selfless concern for the 
souls and bodies all the Chinese people among whom 
she worked, and can end her account this discour- 
aging interlude with the words, obviously deeply felt, 
“God good!” 


Izzeddin, Nejla 
The Arab World—Past, Present and Future 
Regnery. Oct. 12, 1953. 412p. $6.50. 


The first Arab woman receive Ph.D., scholar 
the fields Arab anthropology and history, has at- 
tempted give detailed portrait the entire Arab 
world the Western world. Unfortunately the vast 
scope the work and the obvious bias the author 
have prevented the attempt from being successful. 


Limiting the Arab world those whose daily speech 
the Arabic language, the author has compounded 
confusion presenting the reader with crowded 
series strange names and details without any result- 
ing clarification. The early environment, the cultural 
heritage, the civilization Islam its height from the 
seventh through the thirteenth centuries, the influence 
Islam the medieval western culture and the 
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eclipse Arab civilization from the thirteenth the 
nineteenth centuries are all presented sixty-two 
pages. The details seletced not combine form 
recognizable portrait, and the description the effects 
Arabic culture the West demonstrates obvious 
bias. Thomism practically identified with Aver- 
roistic Aristotelianism, and St. Thomas himself pre- 
sented seeking inspiration Moslem philosophy, 
apparently ignorance the facts that Aristotle’s 
works were banned the University Paris because 
the Arabic distortions and that St. Thomas wrote his 
greatest work primarily cleanse scholasticism and 
Aristotelianism the influence Averroes. The in- 
troduction Arabic culture given the cause 
the rise western universities, the Arabic culture sup- 
plying the heretofore missing “rich content” and “spirit 
rationalism.” Dante’s Divine Comedy held 
steeped Moslem culture because Moslem prototypes 
the journey the world beyond can found 
Arabic literature, the earlier Greek and Roman proto- 
types apparently being unknown Dante. 


The histories the many Arab areas for the past one 
hundred and fifty years are then presented great 
length, again with confusing detail, strong bias, but not 
much clarification. There considerable documenta- 
tion, but the references are works greatly varying 
value. Some excellent clarity achieved the chapter 
Palestine, especially the author’s analysis the 
claims advanced the Zionists. This chapter, it- 
self, would excellent article pamphlet, but 
chapter its brief clarity only heightens the obscurity 
that characterizes the book whole. The chapter 
devoted the explanation the role the Arab 
woman quite typically never mentions the effects 
the Koran permitting four wives plus unlimited con- 
cubines. 


The author’s presentation the Arab future obvi- 
ously based upon her strong personal desire for Arab 
unity. The future achievement such unity seems 
rest with the leadership such men the relatively 
new and unknown Mohammad Naguib Egypt, whom 
the author praises highly but without much evidence 
support either her admiration her hope. The 
preamble the Alexandria Protocol 1944, which 
provided for the establishment the Arab League 
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independent states the following year, does speak “of 
the indissoluble bonds and numerous ties which bind 
all Arab countries” and the strengthening these 
bonds. However the only success achieved the 
League seems limited the cultural area, while 
the miserable failure the combined Arab military 
effort Palestine since the forming the League 
very well known. Indeed, “Instead working toward 
greater consolidation Arab ties, the League has 
immobilized the relations between the Arab States 
the stage where found them. has proved, during 
these eight years its existence, not the first step 
leading more binding union but instrument 
consecrate the status quo.” 


The Western world would well become better 
acquainted with the Arab world, but this confusing 
book does not serve the purpose. Fortunately, there 
are other recent works that can serve far better sup- 
plying the much needed knowledge. 


Joseph Maloney, 

Department Political Philosophy, 
Fordham University, 

New York 58, New York 


REPRINTS 


Thane, Elswyth Yankee Stranger 
Pocket Books, 1953. $0.35. (Cardinal edition; originally 
published Duell, Sloan and Pearce.) 


This trifling confection, historical novel whose 
pages contain nothing bear out the lurid promise 
the cover its caption. harmless fictional ac- 
count some fictional characters living and near 
Williamsburg during the Civil War. The story line 
simple: Yankee—from New Jersey—appears Wil- 


before the outbreak the War between the 


States, and falls love with the daughter Virginia 
family. prophesies the war, defends Lincoln, joins 
the Union forces correspondent, and the exigencies 
the war then combine keep the correspondent and 
the Southern belle apart, though with frequent glimpses 
each other. Eventually all resolved favor 
True Love. The younger element will enjoy especially 
the detailed account every gift exchanged, and every 
meal enjoyed. 
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